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History of the Impeachment of Andrew Johnson, President of 
the United States. By Edmund G. Ross. Santa Fe, New Mexi- 
can Printing Co., 1896. — 180 pp. 

Those of the generation which has come to manhood since the 
era of Reconstruction find it exceedingly difficult to realize the inten- 
sity of party feeling which was expressed in the attacks on President 
Johnson. The great majority of those who demanded Johnson's 
impeachment were firmly convinced that, if circumstances should 
ever permit, the South would be ready to resume its former attitude 
upon the slavery question, and that Johnson was deliberately endeav- 
oring to assist the South to a position where it could defy the North. 
Such a president, they reasoned, had forfeited all his claims to con- 
fidence, and should speedily be removed from a position where he 
might work so much injury. There was an honest belief in an un- 
doubted majority of the Republican Party, that the safety of the 
United States demanded Johnson's conviction. 

The Republicans in the Senate, however, were by no means a unit 
in their attitude towards the impeachment. They represented many 
shades of opinion; but their majority was so overwhelming that 
party discipline was confidently counted upon to secure a two-thirds 
majority for conviction. Yet in spite of all kinds of pressure, abuse, 
attempted coercion, and even, it was rumored, contemplated assassina- 
tion, seven of the forty-two Republican senators voted "not guilty." 
These men knew that they were committing political suicide — that 
by their home constituencies they would be considered traitors even 
more odious than the much-reviled Copperheads ; but, on the other 
hand, they clearly perceived the dangers that were involved in 
conviction, and they appreciated the fact that partisan fury, not 
judicial fairness, was determining the action of their colleagues. As 
more light is thrown upon the subject, it will become more and more 
evident that the incident is not one to which our historians can 
point with pride. Many excuses can be made for the morbid state 
of public feeling, but we shall scarcely be able to excuse those 
leaders of the Republican party in the Senate who lost sight of their 
judicial character, conducted themselves with notorious lack of dig- 
nity, and became violent partisans. 

In the introductory chapters Senator Ross shows why the Repub- 
lican Party, coming to power under exceptional circumstances and 
having a peculiar mission to fulfill during the war, was poorly equipped 
for the work of restoration. Lincoln clearly saw the necessities of 
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the case, and with his great reputation would have been able, Sena- 
tor Ross believes, to draw to him the majority of his party. His 
assassination, however, put an end to such possibilities. Passions 
which had scarcely been governed before then became doubly intense; 
and Johnson, with his impetuous, headstrong nature, was utterly un- 
fitted for the position which now imposed such unusual duties. 

After tracing briefly the Lincoln and Johnson plans of restoration, 
and showing that Johnson was consistently following the path laid 
out by his predecessor, Senator Ross proceeds to a discussion of the 
impeachment charges. He might have added somewhat to the effec- 
tiveness of the book if he had shown more clearly the extreme tact- 
lessness of President Johnson's public speeches during 1866, and its 
effect in alienating many who might otherwise have been his sup- 
porters. In discussing Johnson's career too much emphasis can 
scarcely be placed upon his peculiar personality, and upon his utter 
failure to realize the limitations which his office placed upon him. 

The special value of the main chapters of the book — those devoted 
to the discussion of the trial — consists in the light which is thrown 
upon the motives of many senators, and upon the total lack of 
scruples as to the means employed to secure conviction. Deliberate 
attempts were made to corrupt those whom party discipline failed to 
control, and no stone was left unturned in the effort to secure the 
necessary majority. The weakness of the testimony brought against 
Johnson is clearly shown, and lengthy citations from the stenographic 
report of the examination of witnesses are introduced into the text. 
To the special student this selected evidence is of great convenience. 

In his effort to make his work perfectly accurate, Senator Ross has, 
however, quoted from the official report of the trial so freely that 
the literary qualities of the book are seriously impaired. The aver- 
age reader will be strongly tempted to omit many of the lengthy 
citations, and will therefore lose many of the most significant and 
important facts, which could have been clearly set forth in much less 
space. For the student who desires a convenient handbook of the 
proceedings, which will also supply information that otherwise must 
be obtained from government reports, the book will have genuine 
value. 

Moreover, all writers discussing the questions involved in Recon- 
struction will find in portions of this monograph valuable aid. 

Charles Ernest Chadsey. 
Durango, Colorado. 



